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Northwestern extends sincere congratulations
to the two new presidents of our Reformed Church
educational institutions. As President Arend D. Lubbers of Central College and President Harold Englund of Western Seminary begin their new responsibilities Northwestern extends best wishes to them
and th~ir institutions for many future years of continued growth and service.
We firmly believe that these newly-elected educational leaders in our denomination will make a
great contribution to the life of the churches and also
the institutions they represent. As the five educational institutions of the Reformed Church - New
Brunswick, Western, Hope, Central and Northwestern
- continue to work together, offering Christian academic quality, there will inevitably result a stronger
and greater denomination.
Preston J. Stegenga
President
COVER PHOTO - This new aerial photo of Northwestern's main campus area, taken from the west,
shows Colenbrander Hall, new men's dormitory, near
completion, just north of the much-used, new MultiPurpose Auditorium. Beyond is Northwestern's beautiful athletic field and stadium area. In foreground
are Heemstra Hall, women's dormitory; Zwemer Hall,
center of College administration; and Science Hall
and connecting Van Peursem Hall, classroom and
laboratory buildings. Off picture to the left are
Dykstra Hall, old men's dormitory, and the new
President's home.

21-22
29

November
5 Football; Northwestern College vs. Westmar College - There
7-12 Consecration Week; Speaker, Rev. Donald
Buteyn, Kalamazoo, Michigan
10 Pella Players of Central College - Chapel
at 8:00 p.m.
18 Basketball: Academy vs. Ashton St. Joseph
-There
22 Basketball: Academy vs. Remsen - There
23 Thanksgiving Recess begins 12:00 noon
24 Thanksgiving Play, 8:00 p.m.
28 Classes resume at 8:00 a.m.
29 Basketball; Academy vs. Alton St. Mary's
-There
December
9 Basketball; Northwestern College vs. Grand
View College - There
Academy vs. Union Consolidated
10 Basketball: Northwestern vs. Eagle Grove
-There
12 Basketball; Northwestern vs. General Beadle College - Here
Academy vs. Granville St. Joseph
15 Basketball; Northwestern College vs. Yankton College - Here
Academy vs. Westfield
16 Christmas Recess begins, 12:00noon

January

Sylvio Scorza, Chm.,
Division of Humanities
Editor
College-.

14
15

1961
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Sunday School Rally in the Auditorium;
Dr. William Ward Ayer, Speaker
Football: Northwestern College vs Dana
College - Here
Academy Play; "Tom Sawyer"
Football: Northwestern College vs. Midland College - There
Homecoming (See Homecoming page for
scheduled events)
Football; Northwestern College vs. Yankton College - There
Concert: William Lewis, Tenor

Orange City, Iowa

Entered as second class matter June 17. 1929, at the
Post Office at Orange City, Iowa, under the Act of August 24, 1912. Published quarterly in January. April,
Julv and October as the Bulletin of Northwestern
College and Academy, Orange City, Iowa.

3 Classes resume at 8:00 a.m.
6 Basketball; Academy vs. Westfield - There
12 Basketball: Northwestern College vs. Sioux
Falls College - Here
Academy vs. Ashton St. Joseph
End of 1st semester evening school
14 Basketball: Northwestern College vs. Dana
College - There
High School Speech Workshop - Auditorium' all day
16-20 Semester exams
23 Second Semester begins
Evening school registration for 2nd semester at 6:30 p.m.
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Gifts for the Auditorium
An Allen electronic organ has been presented to
Northwestern College by Col. and Mrs. H. J. Ramaker
of Sioux Center, Iowa. The organ given to the college
is the sixth major musical instrument from the Ramakers. The organ has been installed in the new
auditorium by the Hartog Piano and Organ Company
of Edgerton, Minnesota. Allen electronic organs use
the new type transistors instead of vacuum tubes
for tone generation.
Col. Ramaker, a member of the Board of Trustees,
has been actively interested in the college for many
years. The Ramakers have three daughters who were
graduated from Northwestern College - Mrs. Henry
Moret, Mrs. Del Te Paske and Mrs. Stanley Straatsma.
Mr. Moret and Mr. Te Paske are Northwestern alumni
also.
Northwestern College has also received a new
50-star flag from the Rev. and Mrs. LeRoy Nattress.
Mr. Nattress was the former registrar and college
pastor at Northwestern College. The flag has been
hung in the college auditorium.

an
Edifo,i,1
f,ihufe
The staff of the CLASSIC acknowledge their
indebtedness in ideas and inspiration to a colleague
who has gone on to new work in Christian editorship.
His high standards in literature and art have
developed in each staff member the awareness of
good style and appreciation of imaginative writing.
His own flowing prose, meaningful poetry and ingenious photography have provided patterns of good
workmanship.
His outlook encompassed the most distant nations
of our world and he saw the value of the advances
made by men of other nationalities and races.
To Dr. Blaise Levai, our former editor, now in
charge of the American Bible Society RECORD our
deep gratitude and fervent wishes for God's blessings in his future work.

Enrollment Peaks at 3801
Northwestern College and Academy enrolled 380
students for the 1960-61 academic year. Included in
these statistics are full and part-time students. The
college evening school enrollment for the first se.
mester of the 1960-61 year reached 71 in the three
courses offered.
Northwestern Academy has 43 students enrolled.
Included in the Academy are students from Nebraska, Illinois, New York and Mexico as well as Iowa.
In the college section, there are 28 seniors on
campus, 43 juniors, 69 sophomores and 119 freshmen.
Seven special students have enrolled for part-time
work in the college classes.

ENJOYING MUSIC played by Thelma Wierda on
the new electronic organ which they recently gave
for Northwestern's new auditorium are Col. and Mrs.
H. J. Ramaker of Sioux Center.
CESSATION
DEATH
Marilyn De Beer
As I stand at the graveside
waiting to hear,
"From dust thou art, unto dust
return"
.
I always think _
The mysterious soul will live.
"So this is the end." No sorrow:
No separation.
The End?
A world of glorious surprises.

mmmrrrrmmrffmmII
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oh soul

Twelve foreign students, representing Japan,
Jordan, Canada, Holland, Malaya, Hongkong, Sumatra
and Formosa are enrolled in classes on campus this
year.
'
Northwestern College has 31 married
on campus, 8 women and 23 men.

students

There are two father-son combinations on campus, one with father in college and son in the Academy, the other, the son in college and the father as
a special college student.
Part-time students enrolled include a missionary
studying Greek and journalism, a professor and' his
wife studying German, a chemist doing additional
work in the field of chemistry and several housewives working toward their B. A. degrees in education.

Mrs. Sandbulte

New

Mr. Brickwedel

Mr. Rider

Faculty

Mrs. Gerald Sandbulte, Mr. Charles E. Brickwedel, Mr. John Rider and Mr. Arlo Van Vugt have
been named to the teaching staff at Northwestern
College and Academy for the 1960-61academic year.
Mr. Fred Roach, editor of the Sioux County Capital,
will serve as college Publicity Advisor.
MRS. SANDBULTE, a part-time English instructor, is a graduate of Iowa State University at Ames
where she estab lished an outstanding academic record. She has taught in the Ames High School and
also at Iowa State University.
MR. CHARLES BRICKWEDEL has been appointed Head of the English Department. Mr. Brickwedel
earned his bachelor's degree at Linfield College in
Oregon, his master's degree in English language
skills at South Dakota State College. He has done
graduate work at the University of Oregon. Mr.
Brickwedel has taught at Judson College in Portland,
Oregon, and South Dakota State College at Brookings.
Mr. and Mrs. Brickwedel also are the dormitory

Mr. Van Vugt

Faces
supervisors in the new men's dormitory, Colenbrander
Hall.
MR. JOHN RIDER, instructor of Secretarial
Sciences and Business Administration, was graduated from Northwestern State College in Oklahoma
and received his master's degree from the University
of Wyoming.
MR. ARLO VAN VUGT is the new English and
speech instructor for the academy. He was graduated
from Westmar College with his bachelor's degree in
May.
Mr. Van Vugt was graduated from Northwestern
Classical Academy in 1953. He taught a year and a
half in rural schools in North Dakota and spent three
years in the U. S. Army. He returned to Northwestern
College where he was graduated with the Associate
in Arts degree in 1959.
Coach Jim Welton and Registrar Paul Muyskens
complete the staff at the college and academy. Both
Mr. Welton and Mr. Muyskens were introduced to
CLASSIC readers in the May issue.

••
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Division Chairmen Named
The Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees has recently approved the appointment of three
Academic Division Chairmen effective for the 1960-61
academic year. The new Northwestern appointments
are: Dr. Thomas Risk, Chairman of the Social Science
Division; Dr. Sylvio Scorza, Chairman of the Humanities Division and Prof. Ralph Mouw, Acting Chairman of the Natural Sciences Division.
Dr. Preston J. Stegenga has indicated that the
new divisional arrangement is related to the expanding four-year baccalaureate degree program in teacher training. The three divisions are the "areas of
concentration" in which subject matter majors and
minors are now offered at Northwestern College.
Each new divisional chairman will serve as a member
of the Faculty Curriculum Committee and will also
guide in the research study of upper-division students
who enroll for an independent honors course in one
of the three areas.
The requirements, as approved by the Executive
Committee, for divisional organization chairmanship
include the stipulation that the staff member should
possess an earned doctorate degree. Dr. Risk received
his Ph. D. degree in the area of professional education at the University of Wisconsin. For many years
CESSATION: AUTUMN
The autumn leaves crackle
under my feet as I walk
down a lovely, lonely autumn
path.
The leaves once glowing green
now crackle
crisp and brown.
The trees once luxurious lime
now rustle
bare and dead.
The grass, a once caressing carpet,
now crunches
brittle and dry.
"My feet make staccato sounds
as they crumble and crunch
the grass and leaves.
And I walk down the lonely,
lonely autumn path
somberly

he was a professor at the University. of South Dakota
and has written a textbook, PRINCIPLES AND
PRACTICES OF TEACHING, which is currently in
its third edition and widely used throughout the
country.
Dr. Scorza, a graduate of Hope College, earned
his Th.D. degree at Princeton Theological Seminary.
His doctoral dissertation was related to the Dead Sea
Scrolls and several articles have been published concerning his research. He has previously taught at
Western Theological Seminary and Lancaster Theological Seminary.
Prof. Mouw has been teaching mathematics and
physics at Northwestern since 1947. He completed
his undergraduate study at Hope College and earned
his Master of Science degree at the State University
of Iowa. He has also engaged in additional graduate
study at Michigan State University (National Science
Foundation Grant), the University of South Dakota
and the State University of Iowa.
Dr. Stegenga has indicated that the newly-organized academic divisional arrangement will be a "great
asset to Northwestern's expanding four-year Bachelor Degree Program in teacher training."

ILLUSTRATED TEXT
"I am the resurrection, and the life:
He that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live:
And whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die,"
The pastor said, over my mother's new grave.
At my feet, I saw the dead stems of last summer's
flowers,

Lying gray, where they'd grown, and it made my
heart soreBut rising among them, pink and scarlet, were new
shoots,
Reaching up for the sunlight,
To blossom when June came, as fresh as before!
In the April sky a meadow lark fluted;
My tears dried in warm wind,
And I mourned her no more.
- Rocille Benson
Because autumn is the dying
season.
The world is tired and

slowly, softly drops off
to an undisturbed winter nap.
- Marilyn De Beer

Cha,ch P,elentl College a New Station Wagon
At a presentation ceremony held last spring on
the Hope College campus, a station wagon was presented to each of the Reformed Church colleges,
Northwestern, Central and Hope, to' the Rev. Harold
De Roo, director of the Department of Young Peoples
work of the Reformed Church in America. The gift
to each college was made as a result of the TELL
project of that department.
Accepting the cars on behalf of the colleges were
the Rev. Henry Mouw for Northwestern, Dr. Irwin J.

Lubbers for Hope, and the Rev. John Nieuwsma for
Central.
The cars are to be used during summers for the
caravaning program of the church. During the regular school year each college will have its own car
to use for its own purposes.
The caravan program is a cooperative enterprise
with the United Presbyterian Church. Teams of high
school seniors and college young people go to churches to assist in vacation Bible schools, youth activities
and church services.

Academy Receives
Scholarship

Funds

The Board of Education of the Reformed Church
in America has announced that "Preparatory School
Funds" are now available for student scholarships
and loans at Northwestern Academy. This fund is an
accumulation of legacies which stipulate that the
interest of the money must be used only for "secondary education at a Reformed Church preparatory
school". A recent legal interpretation indicated that
Northwestern Academy. is the only institution in
existence that is eligible to use these funds. The student scholarships may amount to $250 per academic

year.
Applicants for scholarships or loans at Northwestern Academy must be members of the Reformed
Church to qualify for assistance from the "Preparatory
School Funds". Mr. Stephen Ekdom, Principal of the
Academy, has indicated that there is a growing interest in this assistance program and that applicants
for 1960 include new students whose parents are
Reformed Church missionaries in Winnebago, Nebraska, and Chiapas, Mexico. Students desiring information and application blanks concerning these
funds may communicate with the academy principal
or the registrar's office.

Me1110,ialChapel lund 9'OJU
The Memorial Chapel Fund at Northwestern has
been increased to over $24,000as four gifts were presented to the college recently. The Colenbrander
family contributed a memorial gift for the late Mrs.
Henry Colenbrander. A memorial also to the late
Mrs. 'Andrew F. Vander Maten by the Andrew F.
Vander Maten family, a memorial gift in honor of
the golden anniversary of the Rev. and Mrs. J. J.
Vander Schaaf by their children, and a bequest from
the estate of Dr. Gerrit Pennings have been added
to, the growing chapel fund.
Official action by the Northwestern College Board
of Trustees approved the Memorial Chapel as the
next major building project on campus.

Choral Readers al Synod
Prof. Lawrence Van Wyk was director of music,
and the Northwestern Choral Readers and Men's
Quartette presented a program at the General Synod
of the Reformed Church in America, which met at
Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, during the first week
of June.
Prof. Van Wyk was in charge of the music at all
the sessions of Synod and was one of the soloists
who presented messages in music to the delegates.
In recent years each .of the Reformed Church Colleges has had a special part in the over-all program.
Northwestern was well represented by the Choral
Readers, under the direction of Mrs. Harry England,
and the Men's Quartette, composed of Douglas Groen,
Cornie Vonk, Howard Beernink, and Ken Netten.
The choral readings comprised a group of scripture
passages and other religious literature.

National Delenle FundI
Stanted 10' $tuden t loanl
Mr. Wayne O. Reed, Acting U. S. Commissioner
of Education, has informed President Preston J.
Stegenga of Northwestern College that $18,270 is
available from the National Defense Student Loan
Fund for the 1960-61 academic year. The grant for
Northwestern College was approved by the 86th Congress. The first allocation of $7,308 to provide the
college with funds at the beginning of the school
year has been received.
Because of the many student requests for these
National Defense Student Loans, the applicants are
carefully screened according to need and scholastic
achievement before being granted the loans. Application blanks for students needing financial aid are
available at the office of the Northwestern College
Dean. The Northwestern College Scholarship Committee acts on the requests.

Summe, lell;on
en,01l,118
A good enrollment of 118 students, many
commuting from a distance, greeted Northwestern's new venture. The first summer school
session offered a total of 22 courses in the divisions of Humanities, Social Sciences and Natural
Sciences.
Nine instructors from the regular Northwestern staff, Dr. Gerald De Jong from North
Dakota State College at Fargo and Mr. Frank
Dickey, Supervisor of Guidance and Counseling
for Sioux County were on the summer school
faculty.
The summer school session was held from
May 31 to July 7.
SOUND SCENES
The rustle of a lonely wind searching among dry
corn leaves.
The mournful howl of the winter wind through cedar
trees.
The soft swish, swish of an icy wind sweeping snow
across barren fields.
The sharp crack, crack of ice-laden branches whipping
against a house.
The tap, tap, of a spring rain dripping on a leafy ~at.
The whisper of scented breezes playing with sprmg
grasses.
The soft evening breeze carrying the scent of freshly
mown hay.
The sharp staccato of driven drops of rain and hail
on leafy umbrellas.
The wild applause of thunder at the height of sudden
summer showers.
Today we dimly heed, what tomorrow vainly calls
from memory.
. Mabel Mantle

•

Northwestern opens new
year of evening school
Course offerings for the Evening School program
at Northwestern College were announced recently
by the college president, Dr. Preston J. Stegenga.
Three courses of three semester hours each are
being given during the first semester in the following areas: Education 101, Introduction to Education,
taught by Miss Huffman on Tuesday evenings; English 201, Introduction to Literature, taught by Mrs.
Sandbulte on Monday evenings and Psychology 402,
Personality Problems and Character Education, with
Dr. Risk as instructor on Thursday evenings.
Evening School registration was held September
12. Classes also began during the week of September
12. The courses will run for 16 weeks from 7 to 10
p.m. on the designated nights.
The courses available for the second semester
beginning January 23 are: English 215, Survey of
English Literature, to be taught by Mrs. Sandbulte
on Thursday evenings; Psychology 404, Techniques of
Counseling on Tuesday evenings with Dr. Risk as
instructor and Sociology 302, Introductory Anthropology on Monday evenings with Dr. Rowher instructing the session.
Academic credits earned in the evening program
at Northwestern are applicable to either a two-year
liberal arts program or a four-year teacher training
program, with emphasis primarily on graduation requirements of the college and the requirements for
Iowa teacher certification.

COlltle olletingl entiched
with 24 new titlel
The faculty are offering 24 new courses for the
1960-61 academic year. The new courses are being
added as one phase of the up-grading of Northwestern
College from a two-year to a four-year college specializing in the teacher training program. The first
students to complete four years at Northwestern will
be graduated with a baccalaureate degree in May
of 1961.
The following are the courses which have' been
approved by the college faculty and are being given
this year: BIOLOGY: Genetics; ECONOMICS: Money
and Banking, American Economic History; GOV
ERNMENT: International Relations; GREEK: Inter
mediate Greek; HISTORY: History of the Far East,
History of Russia, Renaissance and Reformation.
MATHEMATICS: Theory of Equations, College
Geometry, Differential Equations, Advanced Calculus;
PHYSICAL EDUCATION: Organization and Administration, First Aid-Care of Athletic Injuries, Theory
of Football, Theory of Basketball, Theory of Track,
Theory of Baseball.
:

I

I

RELIGION: Biblical Archaeology, Comparative
Religions; SPEECH: Choral Reading, Children's Theater, Drama in Religious Education; and SOCIOLOGY:
Introductory Anthropology. Many of these courses
were offered for the first time in the Summer school
session.

Indian student speaks at Northwestern
Mr. Gandhi Reuben from Katpadi, South India,
was a recent guest speaker at the Northwestern College and Academy chapel service. Dr. John J. De
Valois, former agricultural missionary in India, also
participated in the chapel service.
Speaking to the students and faculty on the worth
of missionary work, Mr. Reuben stressed the fact that
a missionary must not be content just to preach the
Ie;
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ENJOYING A BRIEF VISIT after a recent
Northwestern College Chapel service are Dr.
John J. De Valois (left); former agricultural
missionary in India; Gandhi Reuben from Katpadi, India; and Reuben J. De Valois, brother
of John J. De Valois and resident of Orange
City.

Gospel of Jesus Christ. He must also teach the people
of undeveloped areas the "know-how" to raise better
and bigger crops, to help themselves by becoming
agricultural technicians, and to teach the village
leaders the value of public health.
Mr. Reuben was a student at the Agricultural
Institute at Katpadi where Dr. De Valois was principal
for many. years. Dr. De Valois has been a missionary
in the Arcot District in India for over 40 years.
The Agricultural Institute at Katpadi which Mr.
Reuben attended is a 330 acre experimental farm
where over 1000 Indian students have learned the
techniques used in increasing quality and quantity of
crop yields through the use of irrigation, crop-rotation and fertilizer.
During the past year, Mr. Reuben has been studying at Michigan State University where he is earning
his Master's Degree in economics. Upon his return
to India, he will be in charge of Rural Extension
Work in the villages surrounding Katpadi. This extension work is similar in nature to Our Agricultural
Extension Service.
Mr. Reuben is sponsored by the World Neighbor
Program, an organization of Oklahoma City businessmen who chose the Institute at Katpadi as their
project in 1952.
According to Mr. Reuben, the economic growth
of the country and the very high standard of living
made the biggest impression on him during his stay
in the United States.

If'g lall again... llomecoming time 1o/, N rll
Raiders compete in new
Tri-State Conference
Equipped with a new coach and a new
conference, the Northwestern Red Raiders
opened the 1960 football season September
1, with equipment check-out, physicals and
the first practice session.
Guided by Jim Welton, who took over as
head football coach this year, the Northwestern squad faces for the first time. a conference made up of four year colleges.
Membership in the Tri-State Conference
is a part of the school's expansion program
which has included becoming a full four
year institution.
The Tri-State College Conference was set
up this year by schools in Iowa, Nebraska
and South Dakota which are of similar size,
like purposes and educational philosophies.
Formation of such conferences has been a
nationwide trend.
In the Tri-State 'College Conference, Concordia College of Seward, Nebraska, is affiliated with the Lutheran Church, Missouri
Synod; Dana College at Blair, Nebraska, with
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church;
Midland College at Fremont, Nebraska, with
the United Lutheran Church; Sioux Falls
College of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, with
the Baptist Church; Westmar College of Le
Mars, Iowa, with the Evangelical United
Brethren. Yankton College of Yankton, South
Dakota, is the only non-sectarian college in
the league.
In joining the new conference, Yankton
College and Sioux Falls College dropped
from the South Dakota Intercollegiate Conference while Dana, Concordia and Midland
dropped from the Nebraska College Conference. Northwestern was not affiliated with
a conference prior to this year.
The conference covers football, basketball, track, tennis, golf and baseball.
Paul Colenbrander, director of athletics
at the college, will act as assistant football
coach. Welton said he would be working
primarily as a line coach.
Welton comes to Northwestern from a
teaching position at South Dakota State College where he earned his M. A. Degree. He
spent three years as football and track coach
at Elmore, Minnesota, and was assistant varsity football and basketball coach at South
Dakota State. He received his B. A. degree
from Morningside College.
In addition to acting as head football
coach, Welton will be assistant basketball
coach and will coach the Academy basketball
team. Colenbrander will remain as head basketball coach as well as athletic director and
assistant football coach.

r

l

,

N rlhwegfe"n'g la,,·flung family and f"iendg
r

l

The Red Raiden:

Who fheg u«

THE RED RAIDERS, '60, left to right: front row-

Burg,

Gene Perkins,

Larry Zwagerman, Jim Balkema, Larry Smith; third
row - Allen Van Beek, Dennis Karyl, Dave Lange,
Duane Landhuis, Don Kuiper, Ken Fedders.

Harlan Eernisse,

Harlan Heidelbauer,

Dennis Daniels, Earl Harberts, Dick Miller, Bob Van
Sickle; second row - Jack Manders, Bill Vander
Athletic Director
Head Basketball Coach
Assistant Football Coach

PAUL COLENBRANDER

JAMES WELTON
Head Football Coach
Assistant Basketball Coach

Gerald

Wiekamp,

Name
Landhuis, Duane
Eernlsse, Harlan
Fedders, Ken
Van Sickle, Robert
Kuiper, Don
Heldelbauer, Harlan
Miller, Dick
Kruse, Jim
Harberts, Earl
Vanden Berg, J. W.
Daniels, Dennis
Zylstra, Doug
Venenga, John
Smith, Larry
Caryl, Dennis
Lange, Dave
Manders, Jack
Weikamp, Gerald
Zwagerman, Larry
Jongeling, Darrell
Van Beek, Allen
Balkema, Jim
Perkins, Gene

Jim

Kruse,

Yr. Wt. Pos.

Doug

Zylstra,

Home

4 180 FB
Leota, Minn.
3 190 FB-HB Chandler, Minn.
3 175 FB-HB Sheldon, Ia,
3 185 QB
Eagle Grove, Ia,
3 170 QB-HB Platte, S. D.
2 180 E
Sioux Rapids, Ia.
2 165 HB
Paullina, la.
1 185 G
Paullina, la,
2 195 T
Worth'gton, Minn.
2 210·T
Vancouver
1 208 G
Sheldon, la.
1 200 G
Sioux Center, la.
1 182 G
Little Rock, Ia.
1 165 HB
Oakland, Calif.
1 211 G
Sioux Rapids, Ia,
1 170 G
Paullina, la.
1 170 E
Milwaukee, Wis.
1 160 E
Sheldon, la.
1 175 HB
Alton, la.
3 170 HB
Castlewood, S. D.
1 150 G
Westfield, N. D.
3 190 T
Sheldon, la.
1 208 T
Sioux Rapids, Ia,

Ihn« ~NIIgtadl
gain
M.D. degteel
On June 10, 1960, John
Den Hartog (JCn '49),
Donald Van Etten (JCn
'54) and Jackson Vel'
Steeg
(JC '55) were
gran ted the degree of
Doctor of Medicine by
the State University of
Iowa. John was honored
as one of the top ten in
a class of 103, after having transferred from the
University of South Dakota two years previously. While at the S. U. 1.
College of Medicine Don

Editor's mail
We are thoroughly enjoying the "CLASSIC"
It is a wonderful way to
keep up with the happenings at Northwestern and
with our friends and
classmates)

Sincerely,
Mrs. R. J. Block
P. O. Box 80
Kuwait, Arabian Gulf
I've always appreciated
the six years I spent at
Northwestern.
Sincerely,
Phil Hesselink
Each "CLASSIC" is received here with great
joy and is read from cover to cover. We are so
happy to see so much
progress made in the
building and educational
programs.
Last fall, we saw the
new auditorium's interior for the first time.
What a wonderful addition to your facilities!
Sincerely,
A1etha Blankers

Jackson VerSteeg

John Den Hartog

Donald Van Etten

served as president of
the Christian Medical Society, and both he and
Jack were members of
Phi Beta Pi and its glee
club.

wa, was a medical corpsman in the Navy' when
he was married to Marilyn Phiefer, of Mazon,
Illinois, in 1953.Jack and
Don, both from Orange
City, were married during their time at Iowa
City. Jack's wife is an
Iowa City nurse, Helen

Both couples have baby
daughters.

The three new physicians acknowledge the
help and encouragement
they received from their
respective wives. J ohn,
a native of Hospers, 10-

Himrod, and Don married

Verla Vander Bush of
Edgerton,
Mi n n es o t a.

Since their graduation
Dr. Den Hartog
has
served as interne at St.
Mary's Hospital in Grand
Rapids and Drs. Van Etten and VerSteeg are in
the same capacity at Butterworth Hospital in the
same City.

----------

Dear Alumni Friends:
We are amazed at the many historic strides that Northwestern has
taken since its beginning as a Junior
College in 1928. Its continued progress
is evident when we note that students
will graduate this year from the fouryear teacher training department.
Academically, the college is offering lnany new courses to students.
Many of the professors have obtained
their doctorates, others are working
toward that goal. Students are represented by 13 States and 8 Foreign
Countries. The physical plant can barely keep stride with its needs. The new
men's dorm completed this fall is already filled to capacity and needs an
additional wing.
Northwestern is growing, alumni
friends. The past year the alumni officers announced the inauguration of
a new alumni venture. Let me quote
from the minutes of the last executive
committee

meeting.

"The motion

was

made, seconded and carried that the
alumni association establish an Alumni Scholarship Fund. A unit of $150
will be given to students going into
the four-year teacher training program. As soon as another $150 is available, it will be used. Each ensuing
$150 is to be used as soon as available.

The recipients of the scholarships will
be selected by the faculty scholarship
committee."

You may have no direct channel
for expressing your "alumni" feelings.
We suggest that you kindly consider
this proposition. Your gifts would be
used to push Northwestern expansion
where it counts the most, additional
students in the teacher training program.
This is unique in that we lay it
only on the hearts of you, our alumni.
This idea is not mere conjecture but
a realistic opportunity to advance the
effectiveness between Northwestern's
past, present, and future student body.
When you are giving this invitation
consideration, please remember that
we sincerely believe this activity
worthy of a portion of your tithe.
We are asking all of you, alumni,
for a direct monetary push to the newly expanded four-year teacher training
program. Please address all contributions to the Alumni Scholarship Fund
in care of the Northwestern College
Business Office.
It not only thrills one to hear of
and see Northwestern's advancement
and expansion but also to have a small
part in its program.
Alfred T. Aalberts
President, Alumni Association

,

Blessed Events
A son, James Craig, to Mr. and
Mrs, Karl E. Vander Laan (nee
Jean Albers A'54, JCn'56).
A daughter, Donna Jean to Mr.
and Mrs. Wilfred Vande Burgt (nee
Ella Mae Vlieger JCn'51).
A daughter, Tamara Elaine to
Mr. (JCn'50) and Mrs. James
Aeilts.
A son, Timothy Paul, to Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Saupe (nee Paula Zimmer JCn'59).
A daughter, Linda Sue, to Rev.
(JCn'57) and Mrs. William Kroon.
A son, Marc Monroe, to Mr. and
Mrs. Ken Kole (nee Rhoda Vande
Zande JC'52).
A son Daniel Lee, to Mr. and
Mrs. Darwin Zeutenhorst (nee Jean
Muilenburg JC'54).
A son, Steven Jay, to Mr. (JC'56)
and Mrs. Eugene Van Roekel (nee
Darlene Stallbaum JC'58).
A son to Mr. (JC'47) and Mrs.
Roger De Valois.
A son, Joel Todd, to Rev. and
Mrs. Robert J. Block (nee Lavina
Snuttjer JC'55).
A daughter to Mr. (JCn'60) and
Mrs. James Montgomery (nee Frances L. Wiese JC'54).
A son, Steven, to Dr. and Mrs.
Elmore Duncan (nee Elizabeth
Wassenaar JCn'54).
A son to Mr. (A'57, JCn'59) and
Mrs. Earnest Fedders.
A daughter, Lisa Kay, to Mr.
and Mrs. Harold Blankers (nee
Aletha Kolenbrander JC'56).
A daughter, Sharla, to Mr. (JCn'58) and Mrs. Rodney De Haan (nee
Esther Huisman JC'60).
A son, Terry, to Mr. (JC'56) and
Mrs. LeRoy IntVeldt (nee Wanda
Den Herder JC'56).
A daughter, Jane Ann, to Mr.
and Mrs. Tom Kiernan (nee Darlene Vanden Berge A'46, JC'49).
A son, Perrin, to Mr. (JCn'53)
and Mrs. Peter Rynders.
A daughter, Paula, to Mr. (JC'57)
and Mrs. Nelson Hymans (nee Arloa Kooiker A'58).
A daughter, Tamala Rae, to Mr.
and Mrs. Milo De Jong (nee Neva
Jean De Jager JC'59).
A daughter, Debra Jo, to Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth Huisman (nee
LaDonna Van Klompenburg JC'55).
A son, Bruce Mark, to Mr. (JC'50)
and Mrs. Jacob De Jong.
A Son to Mr. (A'60) and Mrs.
Ronald Koldenhoven.
A son to Mr. and Mrs. pale
Stover (nee Ruth Riemersma JC'51).

The Alumni Family
An adopted son, Kevin William,
to Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert W. Elbers,
(nee Henrietta Vanden Berg JC'53).
An adopted son, Jay, to Mr. and
Mrs. Thompson Ashby (nee Della
Muilenburg JC'45).
A daughter, Dorothy Ann, to
Rev. and Mrs. Keith De Jong (nee
Marcene Muilenburg A'46, JC'48).

Wedding Bells
Joyce Schreur (JC'59) to Harold
Van Wettering (JC'58). R - Orange
City.
David Nieuwenhuis (JCn'60) to
Hortense Jacobsma. R - Orange
City.
Ruth Hoekman (JC '58) to Marion Bomgaars. R - Orange City.
Hazel Huisman (JCn'49) to John
William Prather. R - Ames, Iowa.
Lois Star (JCn'56) to James Beckstrand. R ~ Sioux Falls
Molly Mulder (JCn'54) to Robert
Verhuel (JC'54). R - Lincoln, Neb.
Arthur Hielkema (A'52, JC'53) to
Joan Carol Roos. R - Holland,Mich.
Henrietta Sandbulte (JC'58) to
Arnold Van Kley. R - Rock Valley.
Lyle Gritters (JC'60) to Muriel
Westra. R - Vermillion, S. D.
Coreen Bergsma (JC'58) to John
Van Sloten (JC'54). R - Sioux Falls.
Fenita Harmelink
(JC'51) to
Charles King, Jr. R - Holland,
Mich.
Robert Vander Aarde (JC'56) to
Marjorie Hartog (A'56, JCn'58).
R - Holland, Mich.
Gary Dick Kreykes (JC'55) to
Myrna Schalekamp. R - Jefferson,
S. Dak.
John Ekdom (JC'57) to Elaine
Muilenburg. R - Grand Rapids,
Mich.
_.
Sharon Reinking (JCn'60) to Russell Hoekstra. R - Artesia, Calif.
Rhoda Vande Zande (JC'52) to
Ken Kole. R - Holland, Mich.
Phillip H. Hesselink (A'50, JC'52)
to Kathleen Ebbers. R - Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.
John T. Mouw (JC'59) to Judy
De Jong. R - Orange City.
Harm Oldenkamp (JC'58) to Karen Rensink. R - Cedar Falls, Iowa.
Marvin Huisman (JC'58) to Helen
Van Es (Secretary to the President). R - Sutherland, Iowa.
Melvin Van Peursem (JC'58) to
Geneva Vink (JC'58). R - Quimby,
Iowa.

Darrell De Boer (JC'60) to Ruth
Bleeker. R - Maurice, Iowa.
Deona Wassink (JC'58) to Paul
Vande Berg (JC'59). R - Sioux
Center, Iowa.
Arloa Korver (A'56, JC'58) to
Gary Te Stroete (JCn'56). R - Vermillion, S. Dak.
Sondra Int Veldt (JCn'60) toMarshall Willis. R - Houston, Tex.
Ruth Horn (JCn'50) to Rev. MacLeod. R - New Brunswick, N. J.
Rhea Roetman (JC'59) to Stanley
Sybesma (JC'58). R - Spirit Lake,
Iowa.
Gladys De Boer (JC'58) to Ronald Drenkow. R - Melvin, Iowa.

In Memoriam
Rev. Barry Hoffs (A'10).
Mrs. Jacob Mouw, nee Hattie
Muilenburg (A'04).
Rev. Thomas Baker (A']4).
Mrs. Minnie Van Gorp Vander
Meide (A'05).
Judge P. D. Van Oosterhout
(A'88)
HARRY HOFFS (A'IO)
The Rev. Harry Hoffs completed
his earthly ministry May 17, 1960,
in Grand Rapids. He had served
his Lord and his church in three
significant capacities, those of pastor, writer, and chaplain.
As a graduate of Northwestern
Classical Academy, Hope College,
and Western Theological Seminary,
the Rev. Mr. Hoffs was prepared

New Alumni
Designations
Since Northwestern College
has become a full four-year
college, alumni will have new
designations. Four-year grads,
will be listed (C'-), according to the year they are graduated. Two-year grads will be
listed (JC'-), according to the
year they are gr a d ua ted.
Alumni who have gone to
college one or more years but
have not graduated will be
listed K:n'-),
according to
the year they would have been
eligible for a B. A. degree. The
Academy designations, however, will remain the same.
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for distinctive service as the pastor
of Reformed churches in Sibley,
Iowa; Coopersville, Michigan; Chicago, Illinois; and Grand Rapids,
Michigan. His preaching was built
upon the solid foundation of exposition of the Word and his pastoral concern for the people of his
congregation gave him many opportunities for counseling,
In 1935 this pastor was presented
with a new challenge. He was
asked to prepare weekly expositions of the Sunday School lessons
for he Sunday School Guide, a
paper widely used and appreciated
in the Reformed Church. He made
use of the many excellent commentaries on his bookshelf to enrich
the explanation and illustration of
the textural material of the lessons.
He put it all in a distinctive mold
of an alliterative outline showing
the logical development of the biblical writer's thought. Dr. Clarence
P. Dame, a fellow-writer says of
him, "He influenced the hearts
and minds of teachers and they in
turn taught their scholars. Only
the Lord knows how many people
read these expositions during these
25 years".
The third avenue of valuable
ministry opened up in his role of
Chaplain Harry Hoffs. While he
was pastor of Garfield Park Reformed Church, the Evangelical
Ministerial Association, of which
he was a member, offered him the
new position in the hospitals and
nursing homes of Grand Rapids.
He eagerly accepted and conscientiously visited thousands of patients, bringing encouragement and
strength. Throughout his ministry
he passed on the faith, fervor joy
a,;,d love with which God had filled
him to overflowing.
HA TTIE MUILENBURG

Conrocation Exchange
President A. D. Lubbers of Central College at Pella, Iowa, and
President Preston J. Stegenga of
Northwestern exchanged addresses for opening convocation exercises. President Lubhers spoke at
Northwestern College and Academy On Friday, September 9, and
President Stegenga addressed Central College students and faculty
on Monday, September 12.
President Lubbers chose as his
message, "Strait is the Gate," taking the text from the books of Matthew and Luke.
"The strait way leads to victory over all that is evil and the only
way for an educational institution is the strait way that leads to the
narrow gate," he said. President Lubbers added that "motivations to
education are many, but some fall in to the wide way, such as keeping
up with the Joneses. We must have young people who are motivated by
the desire for a ,greater and deeper vision, and who have the inner desire
to help others. Then we will 'have youth that are on the strait way. We
must realize that the classroom is not the sale area of learning, but rather
is a place for stimulation. The library and laboratories are the places
where the real learning should take place," President Lubbers added at
this point that 15 to 20 hours should be spent in the libraries, laboratories
and in related areas each week.
"The strait gate for Northwestern is in relationship to her Lord, The
fear of the Lord is the beuinning of knowledge. The first dutv of Northwestern

is to become a first-rate

institution.

To attain excellence,

and

to be a strong Christian college, Northwestern must be a worshipping
college," advised President Lubbers. In closing, President Lubbers said,
"We should strive to enter in at the strait gate."

MOUW

(A'04)
Mrs. Jacob Mouw, the former
Hattie Muilenburg, died suddenly
May 14th.
Mrs. Mouw was born February
10th, 1886, and was united in marriage to Jacob Mouw on February
26th, 1908. She had three children,
Geraldine (Mrs. Charles Wissink),
John and Phillip.
Her brother, the Rev. Dr. J.
Muilenburg is Professor of Old
Testament at Union Theological
Seminary, New York City. Her
husband, Jacob, is presently a custodian at Northwestern College.
Mrs. Mouw was the 2nd vicepresident
of the Northwestern
Alumni Association.

MYSTERY PHOTO CONTEST - Three alumni answered the challenge
of the second mystery photo contest. First was Mrs, Clifford Bogaarc1 of
Orange City; second, Mrs, J, C. Singer of 51561N. Myrtle St., South Bend
17, Indiana; and the third correct answer came from Mrs, Evelyn Mulder
Beriserna of 16502 Virginia Ave" Bellflower, California,
The mystery photo in the May "Classic" is the college and academy
Forensic Club of 1937-38.For those of you who couldn't remember all
the names: front row, left to right, Miss Sinnia Billups, Lois Muckey,
Janet Rylaarsdam, Lavonne Vander Stoep, Erma Vogelpohl; back row,
Art Grull, Gilbert Bruxvoort, Harold Vanderburg, Dwight Grotenhouse,
John E. Hibma, Harold Colenbrander and John De Haan.
But now, alumni, to world What is the group, who are the students,
what is the year, of this new "mystery photo" from Northwestern's
archives? Let us hear from you!

,
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t.iCky fingers on the windows, muddy footprints
on the floor, and walking the floor at night may
seem very common and tiresome

to most people,

but to the many childless couples in this country it
sounds pretty wonderful. They would give anything
just to have a few sticky finger-prints on their windows.
There are about 4,500,000childless couples in the
United States. Of these 4,500,000 couples; about
1,000,000 are trying to adopt children to make their
life more clement and complete. (1)
Why don't more couples try to adopt children?
It does seem strange that only about one-fourth of
the couples are trying to adopt. But there are many
reasons why these couples don't adopt children. Some
of them can't afford having a child, some of them
don't want children, and many of them are afraid to
try because of the high standards required by many
of the agencies.
They are afraid to try because they have heard
a lot of propaganda about adoption or because they
have heard about a couple who adopted a child and
the venture didn't work out for them. However, this
should not keep one from adopting these little children who are so patiently waiting for a "mommy" and
"daddy".
If you even mention

the word "adoption" to
some people, they go off into a long story of how

Articles of Lasting Value
cess. Many people criticize the agencies for "playing
God" in trying to decide upon the kind of parents
who should be able to adopt babies. The red tape
involved in this process of getting a baby from an
agency has also caused many couples to. forget the
agencies and turn to other methods of gettmg a baby.
Because of the disappointment of being turned down,
the red tape and the long wait, couple after couple
have either given up the idea of adopting a baby or
else turned to the unauthorized and unsupervised
methods. These reasons have caused several agencies
to modify their rules and encourage the revolution
in adoption.
Another reason why some of the agencies are
willing to go along with this idea of a revolution in
the process and ideas of adoption, is that the psychological tests given to babies in the past have been
proven worthless. They, the psychologists and doctors,
have come to the conclusion that they can't predict
a child's potential. One of the writers said that with
all these tests given to babies before adoption, it
seemed to him that they "regarded a baby guilty
until proved innocent". (6) However,

this reasoning

is

no longer valid in the minds of those working on
this plan of revolution. It is difficult to say when
this plan will wholly be accepted, but year by year
more agencies are seeing the dangers of not accepting
it or something very similar to it.
However, just because a revolution in the methods
and process of adoption is taking place does not
mean that the qualifications for parents are lowering.
They still realize how important it is to give these
children to the right parents.
One often hears that orphanages and other agen-

R~yV~{~f!a~~gt~~'6~opfion
terrible adoption is. The whole reasor, for doing this
is that they don't have a good understanding of what
adoption is.
In defining this word "adoption" one could say
that it is the taking of a stranger into a family, (2) or
that it is the establishment of the relationship of
parent and child. (3) However, these definitions sound
formal and even a little harsh. A better definition
of adoption is "A way of conferring the privilege of
being parents upon the childless and the advantage
of having parents upon the child." (4)
This, definition is truly an aphorism. It makes ad~l?tion sound as pleasant as it really is. It invites one
to look further into the process and into all the red
tape that goes along with it ...
Adoption was permissible but the process was
looked upon with disfavor until after World War 1.
It flourished after the war because there were so
many babies and children left homeless in many
countries, and because of the many illegitimate children in the orphanages. People then let love take the
place of prejudice and many couples became happy
families. Today adoption is no longer frowned upon,
and many well-known families are adopting children
as well as the average American family.
The revolution in adoption that is taking place
in this day and age originated in the eastern part of
the United States around 1950, and has made much
progress since. The main reasons for the origin of
this revolution
in adoption are "Black Markets,"
worthless psychological tests, and the pressure of the
public. (5)
The pressure of the "Black Market" is forcing the
adoption

agencies

to retreat

and is the number

one

reason for bringing about the revolution now in pro-

cies have very strict qualifications

and rules in de-

ciding whether or not to give a child to a certain
couple. However, much of what is said is not as bad
as people make it but is mainly bitterness as a result
of their being turned down. For example, I have
seen and heard of people who claim they didn't get a
child because they did not have a certain number of
bedrooms in their home. Or some people say it is
necesary

to have a certain home. Of course, the agen-

cy likes to feel that the home has adequate room for
the child and that the family will be able to afford
the child; but most - if not all- agencies do not
have a standard number of bedrooms that one must
have nor do they have a set salary. No, it is not the
amount of room Or the amount of money that decides
whether or not you are to get a child. This important
decision

of saying "yes" to some couples and "no", to

others is far from easy since the choice must be made
by humans with feelings, too. Because of this fact,
standards and qualifications used to measure the
couples go much deeper than just material things.
The four most common qualifications used by many
agencies are good marital adjustment, flexibility, social ability, and knowledge of children. (7)
Good marital adjustment concerns the feeling
that exists between husband and wife. Do they laugh
and smile together? Do they ask each other what
they think? Are they considerate of each other's feelings? This warmth and mutual respect is what makes
good marital adjustment and good homes.
There are three types of marital adjustments that

r.- ---

the agencies shun. The first is a too dependent husband or wife. They shun this situation because the
child would be resented by the spouse who is still
a child or half -child himself.
The second marital adj ustment shunned is one
in which either the husband or wife is carrying on
a battle for authority. Either one is always disagreemg. If one says that they have seven rooms in their
home, the other one quickly says that there are
really six and one-half. Suclt a couple needs a referee
not a child.
'
The third type they. guard against is the couple
;'Iho want to adopt a child to save their marriage. It
IS true that many times a child will bring a husband
and WIfe closer together, but adoption agencies do
not give children to couples who wish to get a child
for this reason alone.
. Flexibility is th~ second qualification that agencies use in determmmg whether you deserve a child
or not. How does a couple react to crises that arise?
Are yo,: able to face them cheerfully and then put
your chin up and keep on going, or do you run from
your problems? The agency also wants to know how
you react to disappointments. If you are not elected
president of your club, do you come home and sulk?
Or if you do not get the raise that you feel you deserve, do you come home and take it out on your
wife? All your reactions to such simple problems and
disappointments are important factors to the adoption
agencies. The qualification of flexibility allows room
for a home life.
Another point agencies consider is social ability.
Are you a friendly neighbor? Do you take the initiative in becoming acquainted with new neighbors?
Are you able to work and play with others? Are
church, clubs, and community projects part of your
life? Social workers feel that a child needs an education from living with others. So if you are not able
to be ~ith others Or like to be with others and help
in projects, they would hesitate giving you a child.
As I mentioned above, social ability is not the
only or main issue they consider when a couple tries
to adopt a child. A knowledge of children is just as
important. A couple must have a knowledge of even
the little things that go along with a family; fixing
formulas, regulating your life to make it work in
with the baby's routine, and transferring the money
you saved for a hat to little shoes instead. The agency
wants to know if you know about these things and
if you are willing to make the changes. Feelings and
reactions are just as important to the agency as your
bank account.
Sod has not permitted some couples to have
children of their own, but He has permitted many of
them to have a perfectly happy home with others'
children and because of this fact I feel that all of us
should do everything in our power to support the
revolution in adoption if it will bring about more
happy Christian homes.
1 "Child Adopti0!1 is Better Managed Than It Used to Be,"
Saturday

Evenmg Post, CCXXX,

(August 24, 1957), 10.

2 "Adoption." Encyclopedia Ameri-cana, 1956, I, 150-151.
3 Harry Silver, "Adoption." Collier's Encyclopedia, 14th ed.,
I, 98-99.
4 Margaret Keeny Rosenhelm. "Adoption." Encyclopedia Britannica, 1958, I, 177-178.
5 J. R. Maskin. "Revolution in Adoption," Look, XXIII, (December 8, 1959), 35-4l.
6 J, R. Moskin, op. cit.,
7 M. Spritzler. "Could You Adopt Your Own Child ?" Parent's
Magazine, XXIX, (September, 1954), 40-68.

The Bloody Tenet
reviewed by Wesley Teo
The Bloody Tenet is a play which does not seek
to amuse its audience or its reader, as the case
may be. Its purpose is one; to show to us that religious fanaticism and conservatism can drive us to
deprive a person of the very thing that we ourselves
are seeking for. The Pilgrim Fathers left their country (England) and braved the dangerous Atlantic in
order to obtain religious freedom whereby they could
worship in the v:ay their consciences dictated. Yet,
when they were in the "land of freedom" where they
were the masters, they in turn persecuted those who
differed with them in their belief. This heart-searching and heart-piercing play has a great message to
the modern day's Pharisees ...
Its content could be briefly summed up in this
fashion; The place was Massachusetts. The time was
October 8, 1635. The victim was Roger Williams of
Salem. Governor Haynes made the following charges
against Williams before "fifty magistrates and deputies", almost all of whom were preachers.
"First, that Mr. Williams has constantly rebuked
the churches of Massachusetts Bay for not adjuring
all connection with the Church of England.
"Second, that Mr. Williams has disputed, refused
to sign, and contended against the Resident's Oath of
Fidelity which the magistrates had ordered for safeguard of the colony.
"Third, that Mr. Williams has contested the validity of the charter of Massachusetts, granted to the
colony by the King's hand.
"Fourth, that Mr. Williams has declared that the
civil magistrates of the Bay have not the power to
punish b~eaches of the First Table of the Decalogue."
Williams was asked to recant what he believed
with conviction. Being very much against his consClenc~,he could not do it and would not do it. During
~he tnal--;- a struggle of one soul against fifty fanatICS- Williams defended his position with understandable logic, sound reasoning and matured theology. Sad to say, however, his thinking and understanding belonged to the people of the 20th century
not to the inhabitants of the 17th century. Or, thi~
is how Journalist put it; "Roger Williams lived and
dreamed in a future that he was not to see, impatient
to bring to men a heaven they were unready for ...
A humane and liberal spirit, he was groping for a
social order more generous than a theocracy."
However, if we think that Journalist's prophecy
has been fulfilled in our age, then the statement is
not without its irony ...
Besides, the Gospel in our day is one-sidedly declared. On one hand we declare the love of God, and
on the other we judge and persecute others lovelessly. To put it in Williams' words, he said that he wished
his rejoinders who claimed to be full of truth, to be
fuli of love as well. If we see truth in its partiality
and if we proclaim not the Gospel in its wholeness
and completeness, then we can never create a religious atmosphere
, ,of tolerance.
The religionists of the day should read the Bloody
Tenet in order to see where we actually stand ...

,
ver since the first man chipped out of a piece
of stone a message to another human being, the
human mind has been plagued with the question
of "what is literature?" Can the generalization be
made that whatever man writes down for some one
else to read for whatever purpose should be considered
literature? If so then the telephone book, the comic
strip, the girlie magazine and even the ads in a daily
newspaper could be called by this name. Evidently
some distinctions between the various kinds of written material produced by humans need to be made
if one is to fully appreciate their value and purpose.
Men who have given thought to this subject since
it first became a matter for study and analysis have
had much to say about the true nature of literature
as opposed to other kinds of writing, and what its
purpose is supposed to be. The one statement that
can be conclusively said about all of these critical
writers is that they disagree. Plato believed that
literature was inspired of the Gods and should be
didactic in purpose; it should teach high moral truth
and duty. Aristotle taught that literature is imitation
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of nature or representation of what is true to life or
life-like. He also sought to answer Plato's charge of
the immorality of imaginative writing by showing
how, especially in Tragedy, the human passions are
purged and released. Longinus gave us the first value
judgment of literature. It is "good" if it transports the
reader into ecstacy because it is sublime; Ie, both
noble and grand. Great literature excites this emotion
not once but many times.
Sir Philip Sidney saw the purpose of literature
to be that of teaching moral and historical truth
through the techniques of liveliness and passion. Sidney saw the world of imagination created by the artist
as better than the real one. The ideal is thus presented
as a goal for men to follow. The pleasure one receives
by reading good literature is to be subservient to
the lessons one learns from it.
John Dryden disagrees with Sidney in that he
thinks literature best serves its function when it presents an accurate image of human life as it is. When
human nature is so illuminated in literature, the
reader is pleased and instructed ...
Wordsworth, Coleridge, and other romantics will
be found on the opposite side of the arena, stoutly
declaring that the ultimate aim of literature is pleasure. Shelly depicts literature as the expression of the
imagination, which lives in its eternal truth and beauty. For him its primary purpose is delight, although
wisdom may be mingled with pleasure. Literature
may have a moral affect by strengthening man's appreciation of the beautiful and true in life and nature.
Peacock saw imaginative writing as belonging to
the infancy of the race; something which would have
no place in a scientific age. Arnold, who felt that
religion was being threatened by science, saw in literature a source of values which could not be destroyed by science. 1. A. Richards attempts to use
science to prove the psychological value of literature
to the human mind. Literature should teach nothing,
but only help the emotions to adjust to fact. The modern poets following in this school of thought, attempt
to show that literature should make us aware of life
......

in all of its complexities and paradoxes. It should
lead us away from emotion to understanding and acceptance.
Ransom perhaps best sums up the two main currents of thought today in his analysis of literature.
He sees one as dealing with things as images of
reality; the other, as dealing with ideas. He presents
a synthesis as a solution - he calls it metaphysical
poetry - which has as its purpose to complement
science and improve discourse. Eliot sees the unique
use of language in literature as its major distinguishing quality. The imaginative writer uses language as
a means of discovery, of cognition of reality ...
Essentially then, we can say that critics have
been divided into two main schools of thought. One
sees a practical, useful, didactic reason for the existence of imaginative writing. The other sees the giving
of pleasure, the release of emotion, the expression of
the human mind and heart, the call to another human
soul to understand, feel and know with the writer
what he believes is valuable, beautiful and basic to
human life.
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Professor of Languages

Are we now ready to give a definition of what
imaginative literature is as distinguished from other
kinds of writing? Daiches says, "Literature ... refers
to any kind of composition in prose or verse which
has for its purpose not the communication of fact,
but the telling of a story (either wholly invented or
given new life through invention) or the giving of
pleasure through some use of the inventive imagination in the employment of words." A professor of
English literature gave this definition: "Literature is
an interpretation of life in terms of truth and beauty."
Arlo Bates states, "The essence of art is, of course,
the expression

of emotion. Literature

is the inven-

tory of the heritage of humanity" ...
I believe that. all of these should be included in
an understanding of what literature is. It is not the
imparting of purely factual information for the sake
of increasing the know ledge of some area of life in
the reader. Scientific teaching, history, or utilitarian
writing may be written in high style and in such a
manner as to give pleasure, but their ultimate aim
is to teach, not please. Such cannot be included in the
canon of literature. That which is written to mirror
life and human nature, to express human emotions
of joy, fear, ennui, rage, etc" to entertain and to
please; and which uses images and inventions of the
human mind expressed in language that captures the
imagination of the reader so as to create pictures
which enable the reader to see or feel what the
author desires may rightly be called literature. It may
have a high noble purpose, or it may help us to see
the squalid and dirty, but it should accurately portray life and increase understanding. It may widen
horizons or it may revolt or disgust, but it will leave
us different than before. It may move us to do something, or simply make us weep or laugh, but it will
move us in some way. It may make us moral or immoral or even amoral, but it will deepen our understanding and appreciation and awareness of life on
this planet and among the creatures called men and
their environment.

•

Nonhwelte/'n'l poetl win /'ecognition
This is the second year that
Northwestern College students
have placed in one of the top
three positions in the Iowa
Poetry Contest.
Harlan
Earnisse,
junior
from Chandler,
Minnesota,
placed second with his original poem entitled "The Tree."
Three of our college students
and a member of last year's
academy faculty have also
had original poems published
in the 1960 edition of Lyrical

Iowa, an anthology of Iowa
Poetry.
The poems printed
are
"Dormant," by Mrs. Earl Klay;
"Sound Scenes,". by Mrs. Jacob Mantel; "Alliteration," by
Ken Schaap; and "Cessation,"
by Miss Marilyn De Beer, former instructor of English and
speech in the academy.
The 1960 Lyric Contest
named two students from the
Creative Writing class on its
list of national winners.
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DORMANT

MindImprisoned in a bed of clods
Moves amidst the rumbles of the earth.
Bruised - grated - scraped clean of direction,
Dragged through fallow fields of precious time
This gift of God lies dormant on the ground,
Weighted ...
With its own decision not to rise.
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Klay

Mrs. Rocille Benson tied
for second place with her
poem entitled
"Illustrated
Text," and Mrs. Gertrude
Summa received an Honorable
Mention for her entry entitled
"Interview in Verse". Both
Mrs. Benson and Mrs. Summa
were students in the evening
school class taught by Dr.
Blaise Levai. The contest was
divided into divisions of college students, teachers, professors and professionals.
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ALLITERA TrON

This delusion of destruction
Saw I
Of a broken branch
Shattered by
A bolt of light
bounding
from the sky.
I saw:
The limb
go limpshake,
break,
And like the boom of a wavering
crane
Approach the ground
Then leave an imprint in the
puddles of rain.
-Ken

Schaap

Others in, the list of prize-winning ::::::::::
poems appear in -this issue of THE ::=::::::;
~LASSIC on pages 3, 5 and 6.
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